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WILLIAM  TAYLOR  BARRY 

(By  A.  IM.  Stickles,  Ph.  D.) 
Born  in  Virginia,  February  6,  1785, 
William  Taylor  Barry  was  brought  as 
a  child  to  Lexington,  Kentucky.  This 
was  his  home  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life  except  for  a  few  years  at  Wash- 
ington. As  a  young  man  he  studied 
law  and  very  early  he  established  a 
reputation  for  fiery  oratory.  As  quite 
a  young  man  he  served  in  both  houses 
of  the  Kentucky  legislature,  had  been 
twice,  for  short  periods,  a  member 
of  the  federal  house  of  representa- 
tives, and,  in  1814-H6,  he  was  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

In  the  War  of  1812,  Barry  joined 
Governor  iShelby's  expedition  into 
Canada  as  a  major  on  his  staff  and 
saw  service  in  the  campaign  around 
the  Thames.  After  the  war  closed,  he 
resumed  his  law  practice  and  again 
served  in  the  Kentucky  legislature. 
In  1820  Barry  was  chosen  lieutenant 
governor.  He  served  his  term  in  this 
position,  and  was  chosen  secretary  of 
state  on  the  Desha  ticket  which  was 
elected  in  1824.  When  the  relief  par- 
ty, of  which  Governor  Desha  was 
head,  created  the  New  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, Barry  became  the  chief  justice 
of  the  New  lOourt.  He  was  the  ablest 
of  the  lawyers  on  the  New  Court 
bench  but  its  failure  was  inevitable. 

Judge  Barry  had  become  the  leader 
of  the  Jackson  republicans  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  in  1828  was  their  candidate 
for  'governor,  but  iwtas  defeated  in  a 
very  close  election.  President  Jack- 
son made  him  Postmaster  General  in 
1829-35.  His  arduous  work  undermin- 
ed his  health,  so  he  was"  appointed 
minister  to  Spain.  On  his  way  thither, 
he  died  at  Liverpool,  England,  August 
30,  1835.  Judge  Barry  was  not  a  deep 
student  of  law  but  rather  the  success- 
ful jury  advocate.  !He  was  small  in 
stature  but  of  fine  appearance,  ami- 
able, a  splendid  orator,  always  courte- 
ous and  obliging.  He  rendered  Ken- 
tucky most  honorable  service. 
(Next  week,  Joseph  Desha) 
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